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International Conference

Diversity of Institutional Settings and Path-dependency

in Transition Economies

organized by
Institute of Economic Research (KIER), Kyoto University,
Co-organized by KIER Joint Usage and Research Center Project “Diversity of Institutional
Settings and Path-dependency in Transition Economies”, the Future Development Funding
Program of Kyoto University Research Coordination Alliance, Center for Far Easter Studies of
University of Toyama, and KIER Foundation.

Aim of the Conference

The purpose of this International Conference is to understand path-dependent evolution of
economic and social institutions in transition economies. After the market transition, the
former socialist countries have changed their economic system into capitalism. At the same
time, all the transition economies indicated various outcomes of post-socialist regime in the
former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. For understanding such diversity, there are some
economists who highlighted transitions from the path-dependent evolution and the historical
legacies. Such arguments can be made at a high level of generality and we can apply the
above approach into another area. In this conference, we reexamine the approach of
path-dependency in theoretical and empirical perspective, and we will discuss the potential
how we generalize it for the development of comparative economics.

Date: 23 — 24 February, 2016
Venue: Seminar room 101-102, North Building of KIER, Kyoto University

Programme

Day One 23 February 2016

Preliminary Session “Lessons from Economic Transition: How Study Institutions”
11:00-12:00

Chair: Hiroaki Hayashi (University of Shimane, Japan)

Satoshi Mizobata (Kyoto University)

Gerard Roland (University of California, USA)

Geoffrey Wood (University of Essex, UK)



Opening Remarks 13 : 30-14 : 00
Satoshi Mizobata (Kyoto University) and Norio Horie (University of Toyama)

Panel I “Recombinant Institution in Transition Economies” 14:00-15:20
Chair: Norio Horie (University of Toyama)
Speakers and Titles:
Ichiro Iwasaki (Hitotsubashi University) and Satoshi Mizobata (Kyoto University)
“Post-Privatization Ownership and Firm Performance: A Large-Scale Meta-Analysis of the
Transition Literature”
Martina Lubyova & Pavol Babos (Slovak Academy of Sciences, Slovakia)
“Recombinant Institution Building: Post-Socialist Experience”
Discussant: Hiroshi Tanaka (Ritsumeikan University), Geoffrey Wood (University of
Warwick)

Keynote Speeches 15:30~17:30
Gerard Roland (University of California, USA)

"The evolution of Post communist economic systems"
Geoffrey Wood (University of Essex, United Kingdom)

Welcome Party 18:00~
at Restaurant GATE in Hyakumanben

Day Two 24 February 2016
Panel II “Industrial Relations and Path-dependency in Transition Economies”
10:00-12:00
Chair: Satoshi Mizobata (Kyoto University)
Speakers and Titles:
Markku Sippola (University of Jyviskyld, Finland)
“Human Resource Management Practices and Institutional Bricolage in Nordic-owned
Factories in Russia”
Irina Olimpieva (Center for Independent Social Research, Russia)
“Evolution of Social Partnership in Russian Industrial Relations System: External
Challenges, Internal Contradictions and Path Dependency Mechanisms”
Norio Horie (University of Toyama)
“Trade Union in Russia: Path Dependent Devolution?”
(25 minutes for each presentation + 15 minutes for Discussion)
Discussants: Martina Lubyova (Slovak Academy of Sciences, Slovakia), Hiroaki Hayashi
(University of Shimane), and Yutaka Konishi (Gifu University)



Panel III “Path-dependent Approaches on Transition Economies: Does History
Matter?”
13:30-16:15
Chair: Mihoko Satogami (Kyoto University)
Speakers and Titles:
Katsumi Fujiwara (Osaka University)
“Changes and Inertia of Russian Firms: 25 Years of Textile Industry”
Hiroaki Hayashi (University of Shimane)
“Specificity of Middle Class in Russia and Path-dependency”
Andrei Belov (Fukui Prefectural University)
“Overcoming Path-dependency in Japan-Russia Foreign Trade: The End of a
‘Cars-for-Crabs’ Exchange”
Taku Suzuki (Teikyo University)

“Typology of the Concepts of Path Dependence in Studies on Transition Economies”
Discussants: Markku Sippola (University of Jyviskyld, Finland), Geoffrey Wood (University
of Essex, United Kingdom), Sadayoshi Otsu (Kobe University), and Victor Gorschkov
(Kaichi International University)

Round Table Discussion

“Perspective of the Path-dependent Approach” 16:30-17:30

Chair: Norio Horie

Geoffrey Wood, Satoshi Mizobata, Irina Olimpieva, Martina Lubyova, Markku Sippola,
Victor Gorschkov

Closing Remarks 17:30
Satoshi Mizobata and Norio Horie



