


In recent years, art projects aimed at revitalization of communities and regions are being held all over Japan. 
There are various strategies employed for community development, and Art has become one of the most 
popular methods.  The strategy of “community development through Art” is based on the expectation that Art 
will help to nurture a greater understanding of the culture in the region, will create an awareness of aesthetics in 
the community, and will also encourage the people of the community to diversify their interests and find value in 
new types of experiences and way of thinking. However, Art in itself is not created to revitalize communities. 
Then, how has Art affected the community? What kind of relationship can be built between Art and the 
Community in the future?  These are the questions we pose and hope to answer through this Symposium.
This Symposium is held along with an exhibition focusing on the relation of Art and Community. The exhibition by 
two artists takes place in a building designated as an “important cultural property,” the Takeda Residence at Ota, 
Takaoka City, Toyama. One artist, Patrik Hábl, is a prominent painter from the Czech Republic who often shows 
his work in public spaces such as churches.  During his stay in Toyama, he will create some new works in an open 
public format at Toyama University. These new works will be exhibited at Takeda Residence. The other artist, 
Haruki Nishijima, is a media artist presently based in Toyama who researches the history and significance of local 
sites for his media creations. For this event, he creates his work while seeking to understand his roots in Toyama.
During the Symposium, in addition to the aforementioned artists, two other panelists will take part in the 
discussions. One is a curator from Tokyo, Mr. Hiroyuki Takahashi, who has organized various art projects 
centered around the theme of the interrelationship of creativity, technology, and society. The other panelist is 
an art coordinator, Ms. Yuri Yoshida, whose work focuses on fostering environments and venues for Artistic 
and Cultural events at Minatomachi (Port Town), Nagoya. 
With this event, we hope to encourage the exchange of ideas and insights to help us think about how we relate to 
Art and Culture in everyday life and how Art and Culture can relate to the community.


